[Syphilis in children--the outcome of lacking vigilance and insufficient diagnostics].
In the years from 2000 to 2006 our department managed an increasing number of children exposed to congenital infection or with actual Treponema pallidum infection. Our team analyzed the causes, and published the conclusions addressing pediatricians as well as obstetricians. In the years from 2007 to 2008 we did not find any new cases of syphilis in children. However, despite our educational efforts, 2009 brought an increase of incidence of the disease. The aim of this paper was to establish the causes of new morbidity of congenital syphilis, and consequently spread the obtained information to neonatologists, pediatricians and obstetricians. 87 children were hospitalized due to suspicion of congenital syphilis in the years from 2002 to 2009. The analyzed issues were: number of infected children in consecutive years, prevalence of screening to syphilis in pregnancy, and adequacy of treatment according to recommendations of Polish Gynaecological Society (PTG). From 2000 to 2006 syphilis was confirmed in 13/45 (28.9%) suspected children. In 2007 and 2008 we did not establish any positive diagnoses. In 2009, we confirmed infection in 3/15 (20%) perinatally exposed children. In the following periods: 2002-2006, 2007-2008 and in 2009, consecutively 6/45, 1/27 and 4/15 mothers were not screened to syphilis during pregnancy, 17/45, 11/27 and 4/15 were treated differently than recommended by PTG, 6/45, 9/27 and 5/15 did not receive any treatment. In 7 cases it was not possible to retrace medical management during pregnancy. Screening to syphilis in pregnancy in Lower Silesia is insufficient, and in detected cases the treatment is inadequate or completely omitted. There is still need for education, and also for proper data flow from obstetricians to neonatologists and pediatricians about cases of syphilis detected during pregnancy.